Tibiotarsal fracture and neurologic problems of a black-eared kite (Milvus migrans).
A wild-caught black-eared kite (Milvus migrans) was presented with a fracture of the right fibula and tibiotarsus that was repaired using combined crossed pins and a rigid cast technique. The fracture healed well; however, because the bird was not able to regain full use of its legs, radiographs were taken, which revealed a translucent structure involving the vertebral bodies of the notarium-synsacrum area. The condition of the bird deteriorated over the following days, and it was euthanized. Postmortem examination confirmed two bony intumescences involving the last vertebra of the notarium and the synsacrum. The vertebral canal, on a cut surface, was restricted, and the spinal cord was compressed.